2011 Outstanding Young Alumna Award

Shelly Smallman- Nlelsen 99

Shelly attended Fulton Elementary for
kindergarien through 5th grade and
Evergreen Middle School for 6th - 8th
grade. She grew up in a rural area of
Fulton County she commaonly refers to as
the Euiton County ‘Bermuda Triangle’!

“| had w Swanton telephone number, a
Deita zip code and attended Evergreen
schools!” said Shelly.

Upzr graduation from SUA, she
attgnded the Iollege of Enginesring at

a University of Tolede and obtained
helar of Stience degres in
inzering, through an internship
vingdated during that time toolk her
ol sde tihe Unitad Stetes

During her sophomere/junier yezr,

she accepted an internship at Azrhus

Koemmone Hospitsl in sarhus, Denimark,

where she contvibuted o 5 reseavch

team conducing spinal rasearch,

“That oppartlnity net oniy provided

the cpporiunity to have my research
published internatonally, but 2lse

e,en.-mla.tl,«; i brgught homea 8 lidle bit of

Banmark .. iy husherd1” said Shally.

Her mother was = great influence in her
a3 har mother worked
Colizge of Enginssring at the
of Tolegn. During Shellvs

£areer "'*ar‘!-"

sc;‘hu iore vear of her public high sthocl,

her moiher intreduced Shelly vo D
Patricia Relug, 5 femzle bloanglneering

professor. She immediately hecame
intrigued with the engineering field

and knew she wanted io become a
bicengineer. However, she needed

the proper academic preparation. In
1997, she left the public school she had
attended since kindergarten and officially
bhecame an SUA Arrow.

Upen graduating from the University

of Toledo, Shelly accepted a position

at NAMSA, a medical device contract
research organization specializing

in the safety evaluation of medical
devices (class |, Il and |11}, device and
packaging materials, and drug/device
combination products. She began her
career as a research associate in the In
Vitro Toxicology laboratory where, “1
conducted cytotoxicity testing, hemaolysis
testing and reverse bacterial mutation
studies. Through this testing, it was my
responsibility to ensure that medical
devices currently o the rmerket remaingd
bio-compatible, as well as to test new
devices that were to be submitted to the
FDA for market approval. 1 am currently
working as a corporate engineer for
NAMSA. My primary job function in this
role involves time savings and automation
projects within ihe laboratory. This
includes validating state-of-the-art
equipment and processes that allow
laboratory personnel to complete testing
more quickly, minimize errors and comply
with regulatory guidelines,” said Shelly.

“I knew | was going to be an engineer
before | attended SUA. However, | do
feel the culture at SUA encouraged

my determination and confidence to
pursue this career. SUA provides such a
nurturing environment for women to be
independent, confident and to reach for
the stars no matter how distant they may
seem. | truly believe my experience at
SUA changed me for the rest of my life.

| was 15 and transferring from a public
high school when [ entered SUA. Cliques
were already formed, and | had to find a
way to fit in for the next two years. SUA
was such a welcoming school, and it
didn’t take me too long to feel at home.
To me, that experience helped give me

the courage and determination to make
so inany choices in life, whether it was
packing my bags and moving to a foreign
country for a six-month internship, career
zhallenges in a male dominated field ar
facing personal challenges”

“| would tell young women interested in
pursuing an engineering career that it is
s most rewarding career because it gives
wou the knowledge and opportunity to
fi2en problems into solutions every day,
no matter what field of engineering you
pursue, | believe that is what makes
sngineering a truly gratifying career ..,
= know that your service is in some way
giving back to humanity and making this a
matter world for the next generation.”
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Life is 3 iourney, not & destination, 50
| don's Lizlisys E’ is raennt to e fived
with regrats sriodically to

- TR -:nn!'-;' o ses how
far I've come, where | am and where
I'm going. The cheices | have made
both professionally and personally have
been at times so interlaced, | couldn’t
imagine changing one thing without
its significantly impacting another. |
believe that at the end of the day,
each of us is responsible for our own
happiness. | pursued my happiness with
an engineering career, which ultimately
led me to my husband. Through that
marriage we now have a beautiful 2
year old son, Tristan, who is our greatest
treasure. If | had to do it all over again,
i most definitely would and 1 wouldn’t
shange a single thing.
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